AN EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS PLAN
FOR CASA BLANCA HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC

In preparing an EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS PLAN for Casa Blanca HOA, it will
be helpful to flrst review some background information:

First of all, we are not talking about the average earthquake often felt in the Coachella
Valley. We are talking about a major earthquake exceeding a magnitude of 8.0 which
the experts predict will occur within the next 30 to 60 years. This intensity of an
earthquake may well destroy or badly damage many of the homes in our community.

Some of the problems in trying to prepare for a large devastating disaster is the
unpredictably and uncertainties. We can not predict the time of day, of the week, or the
month of the year when an earthquake may strike. These factors will dictate our needs
though. For example, an earthquake that occurs at noon in July will affect us differently
than and earthquake that happens at night in the middle of February. Each situation will
generate needs different from the other. More people are here in the winter months than
in the summer. More out of town guests will be in residence also.

There are a number of basic requirements each homeowner in Casa Blanca must do to
be prepared, so that your chances of surviving are much improved.

Under the auspices of the homeowners of Casa Blanca Owners Association, the Board
of Directors has prepared this publication, which is designated as a guideline for the
residents of our association.

In the event of a major earthquake, you more than likely will not be alone but in the
company of your neighbors. How you and your family fare may well depend upon how
prepared you and your neighbors will be and how well you respond. Talk to those
around you, your family, your neighbors about preparations, set up communications with
distant relatives and plan meeting places. Earthquake preparedness will not gain
signiflcant priority without lots of discussion.

Remember, this plan requires homeowners to help homeowners and we need to be
ready as we may be required to take care of ourselves for up to three (3) days before
outside assistance can reach us.

We have established four (4) Areas for our homeowners to gather right after an
earthquake. In each Area we will need an Area Leader and we encourage interested
homeowners to volunteer. In the event an Area has no one come forth to be a leader,
then that Area will have no leader.

The Earthquake Committee and the medical group will meet in the tennis court area.



Homeowners will meet in their area on Near Calle Bisque. Once the Committee
Members are in place, someone will receive requests for the Area Leaders so we can
make the necessary medical arrangements. We also need to set for any Emergency.
There could be flood, flre or high winds (gale force) which effect substantial portions of
Casa Blanca and enough other areas in the larger Palm Desert Community/Coachella
Valley to the extent that local government emergency services may be delayed or
simply unavailable to Casa Blanca for some time.

CALIFORNIA GOOD SAMARITAN STATUTE

Members of the Committee, Area Leaders and homeowners/residents acting in good
faith in a volunteer capacity during an emergency are specifically exempted from liability
under California State Law.

EXEMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY

Statute 1799.102 Persons rendering emergency care at emergency scene for no
compensation. No person who in good faith and not for compensation, renders
emergency care at the scene of an emergency shall be liable for any civil damages
resulting from any act or omission. The scene of an emergency shall not include
emergency departments or other places where medical care is usually offered.

The Committee will be Chaired each year by a member of the current Casa Blanca
Homeowner's Association, Inc. Board of Directors and all members of the Board are on
the Committee. Each year the Chairperson will update Area Leaders and the medical
team.

EARTHOUAKES

An earthquake is a sudden slipping or displacement of a portion of the earth's crust,
accompanied

and followed by a series of vibrations. This crust displacement usually occurs along fault
lines. The actual movement is most often smaller than is popularly imagined. The earth
may move only a few feet even in a severe earthquake. The damage is caused by the
vibrations which are set up by the sudden movement. These vibrations are known as
shock waves and travel outward from the center of the movement at speeds of several
miles per second and can shake certain types of buildings so rapidly that they collapse.

EARTHOUAKE MAGNITUDE

Earthquake magnitude indicates the energy released by the earthquake, as expressed
in a recording device, using the Richter Scale.

EARTHOUAKE INTENSITY



Casa Blanca HOA

The four Areas ( 1,2,3,& 4) for home owners to gather after an earthquake. All should

meet near where Calle Bisque intersects in the area where your home site exists.
Medical team and Board of Directors will gather in the tennis court area.



The damage caused by the earthquake as expressed by the Mercalli Scale.

MAGNITUDE INTENSITY
(MM)
1 |
2 I-11
3 If
4 \
5 VI-VII
6 VIV
7 IX-X
8 X

EFFECTS

Observed only
instrumentally

Can barely be felt
near epicenter

Barley felt, no
damage reported

Felt a few miles from
epicenter

Causes damage
Moderately
destructive, some

severe damage

Major destructive
earthquake
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What Causes Earthquakes?

Very little has been known about the causes of earthquakes until this cen-
tury. Geologists have concluded the crust of the earth consists of plates of
layered rock which are in continual movement — ever so slowly. In some places,
where these plates meet, one is forced under the other, creating faults and
mountains. In other places, two plates may shide past each other, with their
boundaries forming a fauit, such as the San Andreas in California.

Faults also occur far from the edges of the crustal plates, as in the New
Madrid fault zone of the Mississippi Valley, and the South Carolina - Georgia
seismic zone in the southeastern United States. Less is known about the crea-
tion and behavior of these faults. They may occur from compression of the crust
as plates push together,

Because the earth's crust is several miles thick, there is tremendous friction
between the pieces which are trying to move. When the strain becomes great
enough to overcome the friction, there is sudden movement, resulting in the
ground motion and shockwaves which we feel as an “earthquake.”

The strength of an earthquake may be described in terms of “magnitude”
measured on the Richter scale.

A 3.0 magnitude quake i1s easily felt, a 4.0 attracts attention over a wide area,
3 5.0 may break windows, a 6.0 is capable of serious damage, and a 7.0 or
greater is potentially a great disaster, if it strikes a2 densely populated area.

There is rarely a single earthquake shock, There may be foreshocks, which
are usually small, and there are numerous aftershocks of various intensities.
Seismologosts believe that someday they may be able to distinguish
characteristics among the foreshocks which will enable them to detect early
warning signals about the size and location of a pending large earthgquake

However, prediction is still in its infancy and you cannot afford to wait for a
warning before beginning to make preparations for Safety and Survival in an

Earthquake.

Theory of Earthquake Movement
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Check for Carotid Fulse
Maintain head-tilt with one hand on victim's
forehead.

Locate Adam's apple with middle and index fingers
of other hand.

Slide fingers down into groove of neck on side
closer to you, Feel for cartold pulse for 5 to 10
seconds.

If the victim has a pulse but is not breathing,
begin artificial respiration — one breath every (5)

seconds for adults,

Phone EMS for Help
Tell someone to call for an ambulance.

















































